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word more than one hundred and twenty times. The goddess
has been invoked several times. The word has also been used
for water and for the milky way (heavenly waters) as well.
No new characteristics of the deity are, however, available
in either of these Vedas.

The term is also found in the Brahmanas. Apah has been
called the life (prana) (Taitt. Br. 3. 2, 5. 2 ; Tandya Br.' 9. 9. 4;
Sat. Br. 3, 8. 2} 4 ; Jaim. Br., Uttar. 3, 10. 9), the nectar (Sat.
Br, L 9. 3. 7 ; 3. 9. 4. 16; 4. 4. 3. 15 ; Kaus. Br. 12. 1; Ait. Br.
8. 20), the well (Sat. Br. 6. 7. 4. 4 ; also in Yajurveda 12. 19),
the pacification (Sit. Br. 1. 2. 2. 11; etc. Ait. Br. 7. 5. Tanda
Br. 8. 7-8; Kaus. Br. 3. 6-9. Gop.-Br. 1. 25), the medicine
(Kaus. Br. 3. 6-9 ; Gop.-Br. 1. 25), the sap of annual herbs (Sat.
Br. 3. 6. 1. 7 ; 3. 3. 3.18 ; 3. 9. 4. 7), reverence (Taitt. Br. 3. 2.
4. 1), vigorous (Sat. Br. 1. 1.1.1; 3. 1. 2. 10; 5. 3. 4. 13)} pure
(Sat. Br. 1. 1. 1.1 ; etc.), milky juice (Tanda Br. 1. 3. 4. 8), the
vaisya (Kaus. Br. 12. 1), the food (anna) Sat. Br. 2. 1. 1. 3 :
etc.; Taitt. Br. 3. 8.2.1; 3. 8.17. 5; Kaus. Br. 12. 3^87 Ait. Br.
6. 30; Jaim. Br. Uttar. 1. 25. 9; 1. 29. 5), destroyer of evil
(Taitt. Br. 3. 2.,3. 12 ; 3. 2. 4. 2), the bolt (Sat. Br-5. 3. 4. 1),
the sun (arka) (Sat. Br. 10. 6. 5. 2), the Yajna (Kaus. Br. 12.1;
Sat. Br. 1. L 1. 12, etc.; Taitt. Br. 3.2. 4. 1; Ait. Br. 2. 20) and
the reiah (seminal fluid) (Ait. Br. 1. 3 ; Sat. Br. 3. 8. 4. 11 :
etc.)." She has been called the wife of Varuna (Taitt. Br. 1. 1.
3. 8) and of Agni (Sat. Br. 6. 8. 2. 3). Again Apah is the
favourite abode of the gods (devas) (Taitt. Br. 3. 2. 4. 2).

In Yajusajyotisa (SL 18, 33) and Arcajyotisa (SI. 14, 26),
the Purvasadha naksatra is called * Apa' and again she has
been termed the lord of Apah. In Pitamahasiddhanta, the
word ' dpa 9 has been used for the same asterism. In Soma-
siddhanta (4. 6. 4) the position of Apa has been given with
regard to Abhijit. In the same work (4. 6. 12) as well as_ in
Brahmasiddhanta (2. 178) and Suryasiddhanta (8. 21), Apa
is stated to be placed on the north of Apam Vatsa.__
Apah has been mentioned in the Avesta as t Apo'.
Oriental scholars regard the present deity as the moon
(see MacdonelTs Vedic Mythology}.

Following the astronomical works above referred to, we are
inclined to take her to represent d Sagittarius, the junction-star
of Purvasadhanak?atra. The-star is placed in the Milky Way.

Now let us see how far we can interpret her characteristics
if we accept this view. Her brilliancy is well-explained by
taking her to be a brilliant star. The honey she oozes out is
nothing but the star-cloud of the Milky *Way surrounding
her. The waves again refer to the branches of the Milky Way.
The idea that the moon lives in her abode is explained by the
fact that she is a junction-star. Again the idea that Varuna
is her husband and lives in her abode is well-reconciled if we
assume that the autumnal equinox (which represents Varuna